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Mink rafts are installed in water close to the bank, so there are risks associated with checking them. Traps are also close to the water so similar risks apply. Read the project risk assessment for full information, this is a brief summary.

WORKING BY WATER

To start with the obvious, take care not to fall in.  Wear appropriate footwear and be particularly careful if the ground is steep or slippery.
Let someone know where you will be, when you will return, what to do if you are not back then. Carry a mobile phone in a waterproof container to summon help.

Plan escape routes from water in case you fall in. Do not work near deep water if you cannot swim well.

If you do fall in, get out quickly using your escape route, be aware of hypothermia, have warm dry clothes or emergency blanket available nearby.

You should not need to enter the water to check a raft or trap.  If you do so, check water depth, strong currents, exit routes, do not go in water over 50% wader height.

Weil’s Disease (Leptospirosis) can be caught via cuts and grazes so cover these with plasters. Do not eat, drink or smoke before washing hands with soap or anti-bacterial agent. The HSE leaflet on the disease is available at http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg84.pdf .  Keep tetanus injections up to date.
CHECKING RAFTS AND TRAPS SAFELY

Don’t lean too far to check a raft’s clay cartridge, instead pull the raft to the shore and if possible partly onto it before removing the cartridge to check for footprints. Use a local support e.g. tree or raft post to steady yourself.

If a raft is particularly difficult to check, it may be possible to have a hinge installed in the tunnel roof so that it can be lifted up from a short distance away.

TRAPPING SAFELY

Conceal traps from public view. If there is public access label clearly with warnings.

Do not put fingers into the trap, or sufficiently close to the mesh that you can be bitten. Carry traps by the handle and wear thick gloves when using them. Do not release mink until they have been dispatched. Release a non-target species using sticks or wire to open the trap door, do not use your hands or you might get bitten. 

If bitten, wash asap with antiseptic. Go to GP/ Casualty to get it cleaned & dressed asap.

DISPATCHING SAFELY

Read and understand the project or BASC safe code of practise for use of your air weapon http://basc.org.uk/en/codes-of-practice/air-rifles.cfm   or shotgun http://basc.org.uk/en/codes-of-practice/shotgun-code-of-practice.cfm  . You MUST have landowner permission to dispatch. Carry weapon uncocked and unloaded.

It is our strong recommendation that air weapons are used to dispatch mink as they adequate for the task and present less risk than a shotgun.

Do not dispatch unless trained or experienced. 

Do not dispatch if any bystanders are nearby.

Use appropriate safety equipment (safety specs, ear mufflers).

Dispatch at a distance appropriate to the weapon (air – against mink head, shotgun 12 bore – 10m, shotgun 410 - 5m) and take precaution against ricochets. Rifles must never be used.
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